
Westwood Energy Futures

Who are we?

Renewable Energy and Community Energy Generation

Since January 2021, we 
have been involved in 
Oldham Energy Futures:
A programme of workshops 
facilitated by Carbon Coop 
& URBED that has helped 
us to develop an Energy 
Futures Action Plan for 
Westwood.

To Improve...
Energy Efficiency of our homes

To Promote...
Active Travel & Sustainable Transport 
across our neighbourhood 

To Explore...
Renewable Community Energy 
Generation opportunities across
the ward
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We are a group of residents of the area 
who are supporting actions to create more 
sustainable ways to use and consume less 
energy in Westwood.  We aim...
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Renewable Energy Generation & 
Community Energy 

CS 20
Renewable Energy Project on non-
domestic buildings

Energy Efficiency in the Home

PP 01
Energy Efficiency Training/
workshop programme for local 
residents & awareness raising 

CS 02 Signposting & Referrals

CS 03 Basic DIY measures

CS 04 Home Energy Check Assessments

CS 05
Basic benchmarking using Carbon 
Co-op impact tracker, smart meter 
service

CS 06
Bulk purchasing of low cost energy 
efficiency products

CS 07 Retrofit Mutual Support Network

CS 08 Home Assessment Service

O 09
Landlord engagement and 
advocate enforcement of MEES

O 10

Provide opportunities for local 
community college retrofit 
training, linking to GM retrofit 
training strategy and PPR work 
with colleges

O 11

Social housing providers to retrofit 
their existing housing stock in 
the area with poorly performing 
energy inefficient properties

O 12
Low cost training and licensing 
scheme for local construction 
companies

Sustainable Transport 
& Active Travel

PP 13

Develop an Active Travel Hub 
that provides a bike library, cycle 
training and bike maintenance 
support

CS 14
Walking Loop / infrastructure 
Improvements in Westwood

CS 15 Walking Groups in Westwood

CS 16
Organise School Streets at local 
schools

O 17 Improve and Extend Cycle Paths

O 18
Physical / Permanent Traffic 
Calming

O 19
EV Charging points areas in the 
neighbourhood

Our Action Plan
PP - Pilot Projects
CS - Community Supported Actions
O - Other Actions
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Key Finding: In the urban 
context of Westwood, wind and 
hydro were not feasible,
but there was an opportunity 
to explore the solar potential 
of building rooftops in the area. 
Westwood group identified ten 
buildings in the area showing 
an excellent likely investment 
rate of return.
Action: We want to develop a 
community renewable energy 
project on non-domestic 
buildings.

Key Finding: The car is the 
dominant mode of transport 
within Oldham, with both 
car ownership and car usage 
increasing across Oldham. This 
has resulted in a rise in traffic 
congestion, particularly during 
peak hours such as Friday prayers 
at Oldham Central Mosque.

Action: We want to develop an 
Active Travel Hub that provides 
a bike library, cycle training and 
bike maintenance support.

‘The EPC rating of my 
home is an F, it literally 
couldn’t be any worse’  
Westwood participant, 2021

Key Finding: In the areas 
to the south east corner 
of Coldhurst ward, around 
Union Street, the area of 
Featherstall and the 6th form 
college, around a quarter of 
homes are an *EPC rating E-G. 

Action: We aim to develop 
an Energy Efficiency Training 
and workshop programme 
for local residents, as well as 
raise the local communities’ 
awareness around the topic.

Precedent: Platt 
Fields Bike Hub

8 hospital 
buildings have a significant 

solar capacity of 974kWp. Given 
the ongoing pressure for public 

bodies to declare a climate 
emergency and put in place 

plans to decarbonise the public 
estate, it is surprising that it 

doesn’t seem to have any PVs 
installed Co
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   Get involved...
Contact:

*EPC ratings – An Energy Performance 
Certificate (EPC) – is a document 
which sets out the energy efficiency 
of a property rated from A to G – A 
being the best  and  the most efficient.
*Retrofit - Making upgrades to an 
existing house (e.g. adding insulation)
which improves its energy efficiency.


